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XXXI.19 Continuation of the same subject

Charlemagne feared lest those he placed in distant places be inclined to revolt ; he thought he would find more
docility in ecclesiastics : thus he erected a large number of bishoprics in Germany, and attached large fiefs to them. [
1] It appears from some charters that the clauses containing the prerogatives of these fiefs were not different from
those that were usually put into these concessions, [2] although today we see the principal ecclesiastics of Germany
invested with sovereign authority. However that may be, these were pieces he was putting forward against the
Saxons. What he could not expect from the indolence or negligence of a leude, he thought he was entitled to expect
from the zeal and active attention of a bishop ; besides which, such a vassal, far from using the subject peoples
against him, would on the contrary need him to maintain himself against his peoples.

[1] See among others the foundation of the archbishopric of Brème, in capitulary year 789, Baluze ed., p. 245.

[2] For example, the prohibition to royal judges from entering the territory to demand the freda and other duties. I have spoken at length of it in the

preceding book.
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