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XXI.9 On the genius of the Romans for the marine

The Romans' only interest was in land troops, whose spirit was always to hold firm, to fight in the same place and to
die there. They could have no esteem for the practice of seamen who show up for a fight, flee, return, constantly
elude danger, make use of ruse and rarely force. None of that was in the genius of the Greeks [1] and even less that
of the Romans.

Therefore they destined for the marine only men who were not citizens of sufficient stature to occupy a position in the
legions ; seamen were usually freed slaves. [2]

We have today neither the same esteem for land troops nor the same disdain for those at sea. The art of the former
is diminished ; that of the latter is increased [3] ; but we esteem things in proportion to the degree of ability required to
do them well.

[1] As observed Plato, book IV of Laws.

[2] Polybius, book V.

[3] See Considerations on the Causes of the Greatness of the Romans and of their Decline, Paris, 1748.

Copyright © Montesquieu Page 2/2

#nb1
#nb2
#nb3
#nh1
#nh2
#nh3
http://montesquieu.ens-lyon.fr/spip.php?article2937

