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XVI.13 On jealousy

Among peoples, we must distinguish jealousy of passion from jealousy of custom, morality, and laws. The first is an
ardent, consuming fever ; the latter, cold but sometimes fearsome, can go hand in hand with indifference and scorn.

The one, which is an abuse of love, is born of love itself. The other depends solely on the morality and manners of
the nation, on the country’s laws, its morale, and sometimes even its religion. [1]

Jealousy is almost always the effect of the physical force of the climate, and it is the remedy for that physical force.

[1] Mohammed recommended to his partisans that they keep their wives. A certain imam said the same thing upon dying, and Confucius preached

that doctrine no less.
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