XXII.14 How the exchange hinders despotic states

http://montesquieu.ens-lyon.fr/spip.php?article2961

XXI1.14 change

hinders despotic states

- The Spirit of Law - Book XXII. On laws in their relation to the use of money -

Date de miseen ligne: jeudi 6 septembre 2018

Copyright © Montesquieu - Tous droitsréservés

Copyright © Montesquieu Page 1/2


http://montesquieu.ens-lyon.fr/spip.php?article2961
http://montesquieu.ens-lyon.fr/spip.php?article2961

XXII.14 How the exchange hinders despotic states

Muscovy would like to come down from its despotism, and cannot. The establishment of commerce requires
establishment of the exchange, and the operation of the exchange contradict all her laws.

In 1745 the Czarina issued a decree expelling the Jews, because they had placed in foreign countries the money of
those who were relegated to Siberia and of foreigners who were in the service. All subjects of the empire, like slaves,
are forbidden to take or send out their assets without permission. The exchange, which offers the means of moving
money from one country to another, is therefore incompatible with the laws of Muscovy.

Commerce itself contradicts her laws. The people is made up only of slaves attached to the land and slaves called
ecclesiastics or gentlemen because they are the lords of those slaves ; almost no one therefore remains for the third
estate, which must train workers and merchants.
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