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Marsha E. Malinowski

With over 26 years of experience as Senior Vice President in charge of manuscripts
at Sotheby’s, Marsha is president of Marsha Malinowski Fine Books and Manuscripts LLC,
which offers appraisal, advisory and media services to private clients, corporations, media and
institutions. Profiles in History is pleased to announce Marsha is our Sentor Consultant in
charge of our Books and Manuscripts auctions.

Marsha has been involved with some of the most extraordinary sales of manuscripts in
auction history. From the sale of Magna Carta for over $21 million to being in charge of
the groundbreaking sale of baseball memorabilia from the collection of Barry Halper, which
fetched in excess of $24 million, Marsha’s expertise and range of experience is unparalleled.
Single handedly, Marsha carved out the collecting field of artists’ letters. She has brought
to the market stunning collections, which have included letters by Michelangelo, Van Gogh,
Gauguin, Magritte, Monet, Toulouse-Lautrec and Giacometti to name just a few. From history
to literature—a letter by Catherine of Aragon while imprisoned to a Sherlock Holmes
manuscript story by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle; from science to music—Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity manuscript to a cache of Chopin letters, Marsha’s depth ot knowledge in all fields
of manuscript collecting is second to none.

Marsha has a B.A. from Wellesley College and her M.A. from Brown University. Both
institutions have served her well. Her knowledge of history coupled with her language skills
has put her at the top of her field.
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127. Mirabeau, Comite

de (Honoré Gabriel Riqueti).
Important letter signed {“Le Comte de Mirabean™) in French, 1 page
(7.75 x 6,12 1 197 x 156 mun), Paris, 19 December 1789, to
Monsieur Venter. As a member of the Third Estate in the opening
vear of the French Revolution, the Comte de Mirbeau addresses
a correspondent who believes his rights as a atzen have been
violated with regard to freedom of the Press. Wich integral blank

IMOUEN g ren HAnts,
A citizen’s rights and freedom of the press.

The great French orator writes in part: {Your letter] . . . informs me of
the treatment you received in Dax. [acknewledee . that e your case the
decrecs of the Assembly have been violated, and 1 believe you to be justified
in secking redress from the numicipality of Baponne which was the source
of the blows defivered 1o your. Such tyrannical conduct cannot be toferated
nowndays, and it is sof to curry favor with the powers that be that perceptive
men invoked the freedom of the press. You have been the beneficiary of f1s
advanitages. If you are o slanderer, you st be punished. I you are an
impartial informer, punishment  mest fall on the heads of your prosecutors,
whatever their influcnce and credie. Isineerely wash ... you receive prompt
sattsfaction and the rights of man and dtizen have not beeti set upot it
v

Mirabeau was i courageous defender of the concepts of liberty and
democracy, proving to be an ardent supporter of freedom ot the
press. At every important crisis, his voice was heard in the National
Assembly, though his advice was not always followed, From the
beginning of France's tevolutionary struggle he had recognized the
need of strong government at the same ume comprehending the
need to harmonize with the wishes of the majonty.

$4,000 - 56,000

310-859-7701

128. Montesquieu, Charles de Secondat. Letter signed
( “Montesqueien™) in French, 1 page (8.75 x 6.75 in; 222 x 172mm),
Bordeaux, 4 January 1744, to Madame Dupin in Paris; integrai
address leaf with black seal with familv crest intact; light scattered
spotting and marginal browning.

Montesquicu eloquently responds to an order of wine
produced on the family estate near Bordeaux.

The great social commentator and poliucal thinker gallandy wirites
in part: [ am displeased - . that I owe pour chanuing letter only 10 my
wine as Ian ansiwer nothing el than to tell you T have taken care of your
orders. I have a great desire to see pou again. I am fod up with anything
which is not made pleasant by your presence, ad in the meantine I grow
eldewr and you grow more beantiful. T have the honor to predict a charming
year for you . .. Be good enough to speak of me to Monsieur Dupin. You
ktow frow I love to licar from hine ..

Madame Dupin was the wile of a rvich private tx collector
(Fermier Générale) under a contrace with the State. Montesquieu,
a capable administrator of his estate, improved his lands and planted
grape vines which were cultivated successtully for many years.
In 1744, Montesquieu’s fortunes were such that he was required
to pay between 750 and 900 livres in taxes which he considered
exhorbitant and excessive. No doubt, such an assessment inHuenced
his thinking in LEsprit des Lois which contains some of the most
important political and economic thought of the century-—and
which he was writing at the time of the present letter. Montesquicu
directly criticized the Fermier Générale in his work published 11
1748. M. Dupin reacted poorlty ta the critician and it appears the
soctal relationship between Montesquieu and the Dupins abruptly
ended,

References: Farst published i Le Portfeuille de Mme Dupin, 1884,

Provenance: Autograph collection of Dr. Max Thorek, Chicago
{stamp on integral address panel). $6,000 - $8,000
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